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Change happens step by step.
It’s easy to talk about making a difference, but meaningful change requires getting 
involved and doing the work. That’s why we’re proud to partner with individuals, 
organizations and communities that are creating a brighter future for us all.  
Visit usbank.com/access to learn more today.

U.S. Bank is proud to support the 2025 Los Angeles Urban League’s                           
Celebrity Golf Tournament.
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Our vision is to create a 
society where all individuals, 
regardless of their background 
or circumstances, have equal 
opportunities to thrive and 
achieve their full potential. We 
envision a community where 
economic, social, and racial disparities are eliminated, and every 
person has access to education, employment, and justice.

We strive to build a society that values diversity, promotes 
inclusivity, and fosters a sense of belonging for all. We envision a 
world where every individual’s voice is heard and respected, and 
where everyone has the opportunity to contribute their unique 
talents and skills to the betterment of society.

Our mission is to help African Americans and 
all others in underserved communities achieve 
their highest true social parity, economic 
self- reliance, power, and civil rights. The 
League promotes economic empowerment 
through education and job training, workforce 
development, entrepreneurship,  
and advocacy.

VISION

MISSION
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Stanley Washington 
Los Angeles Urban League  
Board Member
Celebrity Golf Tournament  
Chair

Keith Drake 
Los Angeles Urban League  
Board Chair
Celebrity Golf Tournament  
Committee Co-Chair

Dear Esteemed Partners:
As Chairs of the Los Angeles Urban League’s Celebrity Golf Tourna-
ment, we extend our deepest thanks for your generous support. Your 
partnership in this year’s tournament is a true testament to your 
commitment to empowering communities and advancing opportunity 
across Los Angeles.

For over a century, the Los Angeles Urban League has stood as a 
steadfast advocate for equity and a champion of economic and 
social justice. Your support helps us continue this vital work—
uplifting individuals, strengthening families, and building pathways 
to prosperity through education, employment, and entrepreneurship.

Today, we come together not only for a day of camaraderie and sport, 
but to reaffirm our shared mission: to transform lives and shape a 
more inclusive and equitable future for our city. We invite you to 
connect with fellow leaders, deepen your engagement, and celebrate 
the impact we are making—together.

Thank you for standing with us. Your partnership fuels real change 
and leaves a lasting mark on the community we all cherish.

With sincere appreciation,



Raise Your Expectations
®

®

MEMBER FDIC. EQUAL OPPORTUNITY LENDER.
CB-822550-01-02   08/23

Let’s create 
opportunity for all. 
At Comerica Bank, we believe when everyone has an equal opportunity to 
thrive, we all thrive. 

That’s why we invest time, resources and capital into creating economic 
opportunities that help build stronger communities. 

From a�ordable housing to financial education and workforce development, 
Comerica is committed to helping everyone succeed. 
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Keith Drake, Rick Barragan

Stanley Washington

Marc Jones

Mark Cornwell

Stan Washington 
CHAIR

Keith Drake 
CO-CHAIR

Rick Barragan 

Mark Cornwell

Marc Jones 

COMMITTEE



INSPIRING GROWTH, NEW SKILLS, AND INNOVATION
FOR TRANSITIONAL-AGE EMPOWERMENT (IGNITE)
PROGRAM 
Youth aging out of foster care often face housing instability, unemployment, and lack of
support. The Los Angeles Urban League’s IGNITE Program creates a bridge to opportunity—
ensuring no young person is left behind.

The Los Angeles Urban League now provides workforce training, job placement, and life skills
development for foster youth ages 16–24. 

We equip participants with the tools and confidence to successfully transition into the
workforce and independent adulthood.  Our goal is to close opportunity gaps for foster youth
by delivering real-world training, career opportunities, and essential life skills that build long-
term self-sufficiency.

Bridge the gap between foster care and adulthood by providing practical, hands-on
workforce training.
Offer personalized job placement support to ensure long-term career success.
Develop essential life skills to foster confidence, resilience, and independence.

IGNITE

FUND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

FUND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Ricardo Barragan

Janene Drafs

Jennifer Gonring

Susana Sandoval-Young

Stan Washington

Lillian Wilson

MARK CORNWELL
Chair 

EXECUTIVE BOARD

JANENE DRAFS 
Vice Chair

TODD HOLLANDER 
Secretary

KEITH DRAKE  
Chair

MICHAEL FERRERA 
Treasurer 
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BOARD MEMBERS

Ricardo “Rick” Barragan
Caprice C. Willard Bent
Janice Bryant Howroyd
Mark Cornwell
Opio Dupree
Monique Earl
David “Dave” A. Ford
Jennifer Gonring
Elliot Hinds, Esq.

Raphael Henderson
Marc A. Jones
Jessie Kornberg, J.D.
Andrea Ambrose Lobato
Dhananjay “DJ” S. Manthripraga, Esq.
Noel Massie
Linwood “Lenny” McNeill
Gregory “Greg” Plummer
Wallace Rawls

Marcus Reese
Candace Rohr
Julia Romano, Esq.
Susana Sandoval-Young
Kendall Simmonds
Stanley “Stan” Washington
Lillian Wilson



Address: 4401 South Crenshaw Boulevard, Los Angeles, California 90043
For more information, call 323.299.9660 or email us at laulprograms@laul.org

Visit our website: www.laul.org

MOBILITY & TRANSPORTATION

The lack of reliable transportation is a major barrier to employment, training access,
healthcare, and education in underserved Los Angeles neighborhoods—disproportionately
impacting low-income, elderly, and disabled residents. The Los Angeles Urban League is

working with partners to create innovative, community-based transportation solutions
that address these inequities and expand access to opportunity.

Program Description
LA Navigate Together provides free or low-cost transportation services to LAUL program participants. Services
include rides to job interviews, training sites, health appointments, and essential errands. Participants may also
receive support navigating public transit or applying for subsidized fare programs.

Length of Program
Ongoing support based on program enrollment (3–12 months typical use)

Cultural Relevance & Language Access
All transportation scheduling services are provided with bilingual staff (English/Spanish). Drivers receive cultural
sensitivity training and transportation is offered to culturally relevant program events and sites.

Participation Requirements
Enrollment in an LAUL workforce, education, or
health program
Demonstrated transportation barrier
Scheduling through LAUL transportation
coordinator

Expected Outcomes
Increased access to training, employment, and
healthcare
Reduction in missed appointments and dropouts from
programs
Greater independence and confidence in navigating
transit options

Partners Include: 
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CITY OF LOS ANGELES  
PARK INGLEWOOD COM
OOD COMPTON HILLS 

MPTON LOS ANGELES BA
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OF BLACK
THE STATE

Presented by:

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
OCTOBER 16, 2025

SOLIDARITY IN ACTION:
BLACK AND BROWN L.A.



ADVOCACY
Empowering Civic Engagement and Social Justice 
The Los Angeles Urban League has been a powerful catalyst for change, amplifying 
Black and underserved voices and paving the way for economic stability and equality. 

The State of Black LA
A panel series that examines the racial and
economic inequalities experienced by the
Black, Latino, and all underserved
communities in Los Angeles. 
This series will continue to assess the current
state and progress of access of equality with
focus on Health Equity, Economic
Empowerment and Mobility.
This annual series is hosted on the campus of
USC and is streamed live in partnership with
NBC4/ Telemundo52 

Reclaim Your Vote & Power

Protecting and advancing voting rights for
all eligible voters.
Increasing voter turnout and empowering
communities to make their voices heard
and drive change locally and nationally.
Mobilizing voters on Election Day and
cultivating future leaders committed to
equity, justice, and empowerment.
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Empowering Tomorrow's Leaders   
The Los Angeles Urban League understands that education is one of the most important
investments a person can make, this is why we are dedicated to empowering
tomorrow's leaders.

EDUCATION

Project Ready

Biz Institute & Biz Camp

Student Advisory Board

NextGen Educational Series

Black High School Graduation

Academic enrichment support, socio-emotional education,
and college and career readiness for LA County youth. 

Biz Camp and Biz Institute guide youth through the journey
of entrepreneurship—from summer immersion to yearlong
advanced training. Students gain real-world business skills,
compete in regional contests, and graduate with
nationally and internationally recognized achievements.

Students become today’s leaders by participating in
advocacy and community-building sessions focusing on
political education to advocate for policy changes that
increase support and investments for students in L.A.U.S.D.

NextGen Stem Camp provides girls and boys ages 13-17, a
chance to explore the numerous dynamic, diverse and
lucrative careers associated with their science,
technology, engineering and math academic pursuits.

Over 50 schools participate throughout LA County as we
honor all exceptional graduates with scholarships and
student spotlights; celebrity guests, notable cultural,
political, and academic leaders also recognize and
celebrate their achivements.
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The Entrepreneurship Center    
The Los Angeles Urban League connects the passion of local small business owners to
profits, creating jobs and wealth across the country.

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

INTUIT IDEAS

Hospitality Counseling By Pepsi

Elevate Together By Office Depot

Business Counseling

Urban Capital Readiness Program 

Invest, Develop, Empower, Accelerate, Scale. IDEAS will
support Black and Latino-owned small businesses
representing a geographically diverse cross-section of
Los Angeles. 

Hospitality Counseling provides support to existing
restaurant and food service businesses to improve and
professionalize their operations through basic and
advanced skills training. 

Elevate Together provides support to small businesses who
have five employees or less. It is designed to address
systemic discrimination and disparities in business growth
and profitability. Companies are assessed if they have
potential to scale and are awarded $5,000.

Our Business Counselors provide Small Business
Counseling. We work with entrepreneurs and emerging
business enterprises to help them to scale and achieve
success in their market. 

In partnership with the Minority Business Development
Association, we provide entrepreneurs and and small
businesses with best practice training, networking, and
access to capital to assist them in starting and growing
their business.
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Workforce Development For All   
Our goal is that every American has access to jobs with a living wage and good
benefits, by helping people find jobs, get training, and pursue rewarding careers

WORKFORCE

Construction Career Academy

Healthcare Workforce

Backstage Careers

Career Fairs, Job Recruiting, & Upskilling 

IGNITE

The Los Angeles Urban League works in partnership with So
Cal Gas, the Southern California Building Trades
Association, and other construction trade and utility unions
to increase minority access to apprenticeship programs.

In partnership with UCLA Health, our Medical Assistant
Certification program offers trainees the opportunity to
become certified Medical Assistants in 12 months and
guarantees job placement at one of UCLA's nine hospitals
and clinical sites. 

Backstage provides training and job opportunities for
individuals who are interested in working in “Below the
Line” jobs: technical crew roles in production for 
film, tv, and live events.

Our career fairs and recruiting events connect job seekers
with employers and local businesses. We additonally offer
resume help, interview prep, networking support, and one-
on-one coaching to build skills, set goals, and find lasting
careers.

Inspiring Growth, New Skills, and Innovation
for Transitional-Age Empowerment (IGNITE) empowers
foster youth ages 16–24 with workforce training, job
placement, and life skills to support their transition to
independence. Through hands-on training, personalized
coaching, and essential workshops, we build confidence,
resilience, and lasting self-sufficiency.
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WESTERN STATES REGIONAL
COUNCIL OF CARPENTERS







Butterfli Technologies is proud to 
partner with the Los Angeles 
Urban League on the 2024–2025 
Honda-LNT program, “Let’s 
Navigate Together.” Funded by a 
grant from Honda, this initiative is 
dedicated to providing essential 
transportation services to 
communities across Los Angeles.

Access matters. Mobility matters. 
Dignity matters.

Transforming Communities
   One Ride at a Time

Learn more 
Visit www.gobutterfli.com to 
learn more and to book a ride.
(855) 267-2354
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU 
TO ALL OF OUR 

SPONSORS AND PARTNERS!

NOEL 
MASSIE
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THANK YOU to our 
Board, Staff and Volunteers!

A Special Thank you to all of our Partners!!

To learn more about the Los Angeles Urban League visit: 

www.laul.org

Debonair Cigar Lounge

AC BBQ

Uncle Nearest

Asombroso Tequila

Nebula9 Vodka

A Family Affair Southern Cuisine

FuelStation

Roots of Fight

Cookie Dip Company

Marley Franklin

LA Body Work

Eclipse Content

Simon Vision Media

DJ Reggie

Nick DiNieri

Mercedes Benz Beverly Hill

Compass Timepieces

Happy Jewelers

Cynthia Mitchell-Heard
President & CEO 

Holly Harris-Monk
Chief of Staff 

Robert Zardeneta
Vice President of Programs

Laureen O’Hara Abeyta
Vice President of Business  
Development 

Deidrea Sherman
Vice President Finance 

Darrell Hills
Director of Programs

Sebastian Alvarez
Programs Analyst

April Bundy
Entrepreneurial Center Manager 

Justin Monk
Programs Assistant 

David Garcia
Fund Accountant & Fiscal Liaison 

Michael J. Stratton
Board Liaison & Public Policy,  
Governmental Affairs 

Peggy May
Los Angeles Urban League  
Guild Volunteer

Adrian Duncan
Los Angeles Urban League  
Guild Volunteer

LOS ANGELES URBAN LEAGUE TEAM
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Empower Communities. Inspire Change.  
Create Generational Impact.
For over a century, the Los Angeles Urban League has stood at the 
forefront of the fight for economic empowerment, social justice, and 
community advancement. Through innovative programs in education, 
workforce development, entrepreneurship, housing, and civic 
engagement, we are shaping a brighter future for ALL underserved 
and under-resourced communities in Greater Los Angeles. 
For Young People. For Families. For Small Businesses. 

Invest in the Movement. Drive Impact. Leave a Legacy.

MAKE YOUR IMPACT TODAY
Together, we can transform lives, strengthen communities, and build a 
future where equity and opportunity are not just aspirations - but reality.

Donate at laul.org/donate 
or scan the QR code below to make your gift.

 

The Los Angeles Urban League is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, EIN 95-1691293

4401 Crenshaw Boulevard, Suite 201  |  Los Angeles, CA 90043  |  323.299.9660 
www.laul.org


